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WASHINGTON UPDATE

Naturally Occurring Retirement Commu-
nities (NORC) - As America’s population
agcs, trends indicate that many seniors choosc
to remain in the homes and communities they
have lived in all their lives. These communi-
ties have been relerred to as naturally occur-
ring retirement communitics (NORCs) and can
occur in housing complexes or neighborhoods
of individual homes.

[ am glad to report that Pittsburgh was one of
five cities nationwide to be selected as a dem-
onstration project for this new national (rend | SRS G
toward senior liv 'mg and senior care and that a fep. Devle participates in the ground breaking of the Homesiead
total of 5500,000 in federal funding will be | LIFE (Living Independently for Elders) Center last vear, The first
Cﬂmmg to P ittSbUFEh this year for NURC phase of the renovations were completed in May 2002 and include
projects. The ~!’3W15h Assoctahion on AZINE | ¢ pew medical and social service center for elderly people living
(JAA) will receive $200,000 to serve NORCs | wimin the 27 neighboring municipalitics.  Rep. Dovie scoured
in the Pittsburgh arca, and the Homstead LIFE | 8300 000 in federal funding for this facility.

Center will receive $300,000 for the services : ' - ;
it provides to Homestead and the 27 surrounding communitics. These funds will make it casicr to
provide seniors the access to services they need to maintain their independence and dignity.

The JAA NORC project and the Homestead LIFE Center are two very important initialives because
they are dedicated to providing seniors independence in their living and greater accessibility in their
care.

In an cffort to further develop the means for seniors to stay in their own homes longer and maintain
their independence and social interaction, I have introduced legislation, the NORC Support Act. that
would provide tor a constant stream of funding for the NORC programs, similar to those in Pittsburgh,
through the Older Americans Acl. This legislation will help reduce the cost of long term care by
providing access to a safety net of community based health carc professionals for our nation’s seniors.

By providing funding for programs that offier supportive services to NORCs, we are allowing our
elderly population to remain in comfortable and famihar surroundings. This in turm wall help o pre-
serve their independence and dignity. Bringing carcgiver and medical support to NORCs prevents the
unnecessary hospitalizations and expensive nursing home or assisted living stays.

Expanding Social Sccurity Benefits for Widows - On May 14, 2002, 1 voted for legislation, which
passed the House, called the Social Security Benefit Enhancements for Women Act, H.R. 4069, This
legislation updates benelil ehgibihly requirements resulting in higher benefits and expanded eligibility
for clderly and disabled widows and divorced spouses. For example, this bill would expand Social
Security Benefits by casing the penaltics on those whose spousces retire carly, then die, leaving their
spouses with reduced benefits tor life, Once implemented, more than 120,000 women would see
enhancements Lo therr monthly benefil. "This bill 15 currently wailing action m the Senate.

STOP Stroke —In an effort to provide resources to improve stroke cducation, rescarch and patient care,
I became a cosponsor of the Stroke Treatment and Ongoing Prevention (STOP Stroke) Act, H.R, 3431,
Education is an essential component ol stroke prevention.  This legislation would help to educate the
public as well as provide financial resources to provide the best treatment possible for stroke victims.
This legislation has been referred to the House Energy and Commerce Committee’s Health Subcommittee.




PRESCRIPTION DRUG BENEFITS FOR SENIORS

o this day and age of
Btzbgmedacal advances and
= tachnnlumea prﬂbL-I'lptI{fﬂ

are saving and changing lives.
Uniurm:tmtal}*, dﬂbpllﬂ the Jile- aawmg;‘
x_bLI}E}lllS of pha.un&cuutlcals many

people are being shut out from the
benefits of these medical advances
bﬂLc_t_L‘le UL L]fl_ﬂn_{.-‘{ut'bl_ldlll whtb

One. (TF mgp tﬁ-rr pﬁnrﬁ‘nefé h tﬂ enaet a

pre'r.cnptmn dmg benefit that provides
It is my belicl
that a prcscuptmn drug benefit should

real reliel o seniors.

be v oluntary, affordable, prov 1dc-
mmpreht:n sive and universal coverage

1o all seniors, and be admunsmmdf
Far this reason, T

throuph Mcdlﬂﬂfk
supported . the Demﬂcratm Minority

Medicare Prescription BEI]E:]IL aml_

Dmuum -!-‘Lm

IJ nder. the Mmﬂ I‘Et} plan which w uuldif De
- add anew part (o the existing Medicare |

pmmmm a senior would receive some

type of assistance for every dnlla.r th ey

qpend an prf:scrlpnun dru;—,b

Howeyer, there are sGme i
quhngﬁm who have different ideas

as to how to prov ide pre:,Lrlpﬂun drug
benelits (o our nalion’s seniors. Where

the Minority plan offers a guaranteed

benefit through Medicare, the
Republlmn M[d_]ﬂrlt}“ prupusdl uses
taxpayer dollars 1o subsidize private
HMOs and hmnaged care companies
1o offer preacmptmn drug plans

drugs and drug therapics

Prescription Drug Benefits
Demaocratic Minority Plan vs. Republican Majority Plan

Minority Plan Majority Plan
Gnaranfeed \lﬂ
‘V.lmmmux i Beneficiaries must
Benefit t Medicare covers Rx abiain coverage

throush private msur-

drugs like other Medi-
care benefits, with guar-
anteed benefits, premi-
ums, and cost sharing

crs who may not
participate and can
offer-vasthe different
bencfits and

for all beneficiaries prentuns.

s Minority Plan Nol 5ﬁ:e- ==
Pi*]::ﬁﬂiim : Estimated al:
e $25 / month $35 / month
$300 / year $420 {year

could be higher

-"'nrih-‘ Plan

— RTon T

Majority Plan
‘EESU VEAr

Qutol Minority Plan Majority Plan
. Pudiﬂl 43,760 / year
: “vlmumum $2,000 / year
Minority Plan Majority Plan
. NO
Comprehensive VES Covemige gap su-those
. Coveruge = wheneed more than

Beneficiaries $2.000 worth of drugs

must pay | (00% until they
reach the $3,700 cap

always have
COVETAER

L‘nlurtun;itulv the Majority Ltadmhip it lh,;: Hcmgc dld m::t a,ihjw ﬂve Mmm‘lfjf presci iptmn dmg paskage tn T:IE deb.;mcd

a.nd wtcd on in thc ]:iousa

Il'u: Dnly pi&smphnn dmg pmpnqn] that wa Wm‘e able tﬂ \D‘tﬂ on ‘Wﬂh the Md_jﬂ‘ﬂw s pl.—m

I wtf:d d“d‘lnbt fhm blll because it pmwdw EilllL dbﬁlblﬁl’lﬂﬂ iu ::.mmrﬁ aﬂd l'v:ks t}:m rypc of cmnprﬁhamwe, gummteed
benelit needed Lo make a diflerence, In addxtmn, it relies llp{‘r:‘l the integrity (ﬁ” the i Lmufance companies to step up to the
; p[am ﬂmrl ;::ffr:r mﬂ SENIOTS affmdzﬂ}le me*-icnptmn dmg—mﬂy pIam as Gppﬁt,ad to m:mng &tdnddrﬂs under Mbdlbd,[f:!

Ttis m}f hupe now tha.t 'Eht'- SenaLe 1Mll pass thi., prLbLl’ileOIl drl,: pt &pusal Sumka:, ’bCl ‘tl:u:: Hmuse Mumt‘w& plm rmd pm%enr
a wal wmprbhcnslm pLLbL ﬂptmn drug plaﬂ tr:sr thn, L‘::sngieqs tm wjte 011 -4 plﬂ:n tlmlT can "{Ilppm‘l beaamﬂl knnw 1t Wll]

F'iam ﬁﬂd mmpfe “1t I‘: abceut nfferm& a bﬁifer bDqu.lUIl {o hlgh i.]rug pnws im Uur E-L-IHDI“S




Calculate Your Spending on
Prescription Drugs
Democratic Minority plan vs.
Republican Majority plan
Prescriplion Minority Majorily  [Savings Under
Dirugs Plan Plan the
Spending | Oui of Pocket | Out of Pocket|  Minority
per yvear Spending Spending Plan
per year Per vear per vear
53,000 $980 $2,320 $1,340
Rep Duyle tdli{b 10 one {}f h1s S&mﬂr 3 33,600 & 32,920 $1.820
citizen constituents about issucs such $4.200 $1.220 §3.520 $2.300
as prescription. drug costs, Social Se-
curity and Medicare during his VI‘-“;I‘[‘, to 54,880 51,356 $4,120 $2.764
.-the MLK&&&. o1t Semur Center o :
o L L $6.000 $1.580 §4,120 §2.540

”BU]Z)GE’I‘ PRIORITIES demg Fm‘ A Real Prescnptlﬂn Drug Beneht

A m‘escrlptmﬂ drug bﬂ‘ﬂﬁht thd‘-t ddchdit:I *:]:ﬁt:etty b&nt:dn:mnf:& m:{:d‘, 15 .'dx.,hl_ :“dh* \ 15 ley a,__;nf_a._ttel* Dl-

pnm mﬂs Thls is the deﬁ:rmee beﬁveen the' Denmca atm Mnmnl,y*pmpﬂsal a’nd ﬂ‘.li‘: Repubhcan Majcrnw plan :

The Mmorlt}« pmposal pr,mnluzes pmudmg a cnmprehe;mwe r esermh@n r;lru,g, bene;ﬁt and u}mmm tr.:a hndmg.
the lun{hﬂg for a true and reliable benefit thmugh Medlcarc Iﬂ e::mtrast ﬂlc Majﬂr!t}’ prc:rpnzrsal hmm the
1mmmt -:;rf fundm g dedu:&ted tnward thls nemwdry herfeht e

.....

Laﬂi }ma.l Ellmﬁbt h:alf :arf all Gldm l}' hﬂuﬁchulds mwwcd abs-:-lutciy 1o bcucfi :
from the Md}ﬂﬂt}-’ s81.7 trxﬂmn tax cut pdbkﬂgﬁ Nﬂw, the Majority 15 unwlli-
ing to devote cven half of what thclr fax cut plzﬁn cost to provide m:;amnffﬁil_
_-p‘rﬂ\bﬂpt]{m druu mw:mge for seniors. A{l{]ltmnally Lhe Md_mrlly s plan Lo
'_permfmenﬂy repeal the eﬂtate ‘m‘x t?c}r rhe xwalth‘[est,i%':lf"u of Ameltl::ﬂns dﬂes not

est'\te tax repeal is helpmg 1bﬂut 23 EI'[}IZI' ef‘ the ﬂchest pmp]e m ﬂlﬂ Umtﬂd St iTE‘.‘fn,.d.T a cost nf more th.m 51 15 ;_
billion over ten years. | hesn, fum:is coul ::l bc uscd ta plomdc a mal prr;:-,:;rlptmn dmg br;:nﬁ:fit to thc. i3 ﬂulimn
Med:cara bEr‘IET'ILI-.iI"ILN : G i e e e :
Wth fdcml W ti‘n the dﬁmalcm htﬂw t?f;?ﬁ a ux L,ul, Jur i 'ﬂTI.iH nurnber (Ji'mdwldudlh. dnd meenal prﬂSantlun
drug benefits 1 decided it was mﬂre lﬂiptrl“[‘ﬂllt lﬂ invest m our 11'i’rmn s 3‘? xmllmn semor‘s ; :

fTheMmcrut} :rlescnpt{on dmg p1 :}pasal h:is made prmfldmgapresﬂn‘pnﬂn dmg beneht dpnnntv in mu‘ ndtmn 8
budget. And yes, while our plan is more costly than the Majurlry 5 plaﬂ there is a way to pav’ fm it. We just
need 1o convinee Cc ongress that pmvldmg a f:nmprehenswe drug benefit to mﬂ]mm of seniors is more impor-
tant than a tax cut for a fow thousand cstate owners. A prcserlptim drug beﬁef’ t 13 lﬂng Dwrduc Mﬂkmg Sm:r::
it 15 the rlght une 1s all dmd,tter (3!’ pnru‘.-rlei1 o '




